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Smiling at the Storm

Acts 27:1-44
Introduction:

Which would you rather have:
 1. A visible detail of F.B.I. agents surrounding the place where you are and a special agent in your car, office and home all of the time.
OR

2. An invisible guardian angel with a detail of angels all around you constantly and Jesus, Himself with you and promising never, ever, ever, ever, ever to leave you. (Heb.13:5)
Paul is about to go to Rome and the Lord has stood by him in prison and told him that he is going to go to Rome and witness before Caesar. Paul doesn’t just sit there and what for the Lord to move him to Rome. He does everything in his power to get himself to Rome. What Paul can’t do, God does for him.
I. God Determines the Start – 27:1-2
A. Paul was Committed to the Centurion – 27:1
“And when ﻿﻿it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment.”
“When it was decided” by whom, God or the rulers? Yes.

· There is a duality at work in the world.
· The living Word is both human and Divine.

· The written Word is both human and Divine.
· History is also the work of human and divine activity.
· And the divine activity guarantees that God’s plan will be done. 
· But the human part is just as much a part of the plan as the Divine part.

B. His Course was Set – 27:2

“So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. ﻿﻿Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us.”
· Notice the “we” (last time) which indicates that Luke is with Paul.
· Aristarchus also stayed with Paul during his Roman imprisonment. Col 4:10; Phile.23
· Adramyttium – a home port near Mysia.
· Ship was a coaster.
· Just as God orders our starts, He also orders our stops.

II. God Determines the Stops – 27:3-8
A. Sidon – 27:3
“And the next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius ﻿﻿treated Paul kindly and gave him liberty to go to his friends and receive care.”
Sidon was about 15 miles north of Tyre. Paul may have persecuted this church and/or ministered there after his salvation. He did have some friends there. This is the first of many times in which Julius befriended Paul.

The New Testament shows other centurions in a good light.
· The centurion at the cross, “Truly, this was the Son of God” (Matt. 27:54)
· Lysias (Acts 24) - He rescued Paul from the group who swore to kill him.
These people in Sidon “gave him care.”  This probably included food clothing and other necessities for the long voyage. In turn Paul ministered the Word to them.
B. Myra – 27:4-6

“When we had put to sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. And when we had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. There the centurion found ﻿﻿an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, and he put us on board.”
This verse shows the difficulty of sailing from east to west on the Mediterranean Sea. The prevailing winds blew from the west so the ships would sail to the east of Cyprus and proceed with difficulty along the southwest coast of Asia Minor and to the east of Crete.

 
The Centurion was looking for a ship going to Rome. He found a grain ship sailing from Egypt to Rome. (v.6). At that time Egypt was Rome’s granary. This ship was large and had room for 276 passengers. (v. 37) We don’t know how many of these were soldiers and prisoners. 

C. Fair Havens – 27:7-8
﻿“When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of ﻿﻿Crete off Salmone. Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.”
Cnidus was about 130 miles from Myra. That distance could have been covered in about a day in good weather – it took them many days. The wind did not allow them to continue on that course, so they sailed under the Island of Crete to Fair Havens. Fair Havens was not a good place to winter. Ships normally looked for places to stay for the winter beginning in early October. It’s about that time!
III. God Controls the Storm – 27:9-19
A. The Sensible Warning – 27:9-12

1. It was Reasonable – 27:9-10

a. His Wise Explanation –27: 9

“Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous ﻿﻿because ﻿﻿the Fast was already over, Paul advised them,”
They had lost time because of the weather conditions. The feast was probably the Day of Atonement. It was observed in late September or early October.
b. His Wide Experience – 27:10
“saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.”
Paul had wide experience in travel by land and sea

II Cor. 11:25
“Three times I was ﻿﻿beaten with rods; ﻿﻿once I was stoned; three times I ﻿﻿was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;  in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, ﻿﻿in perils of my own countrymen, ﻿﻿in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; ﻿ in weariness and toil, ﻿﻿in sleeplessness often, ﻿﻿in hunger and thirst, in ﻿﻿fastings often, in cold and nakedness— besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: ﻿﻿my deep concern for all the churches.”
2. It was Rejected – 27:11-12
“Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there.”
Remember in the Gospels when Peter, James and John and 4 other disciples had been fishing all night and caught nothing? “The teacher (Jesus) said, Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.”
Here Paul, the teacher, gives advice on sailing and the sailors don’t listen, nor does the centurion! We’ll see who is right. 
B. The Seducing Winds – 27:13

“When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to sea, they sailed close by Crete.”
The “south wind” was a good omen. So they set sail.
C. The Surging Waves – 27:14-19
1. The Mighty Tempest – 27:14-15

“But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called ﻿﻿Euroc/lydon. ﻿So when the ship was caught, and could not head into the wind, we let her ﻿﻿drive.”
They were caught in a typhoon a N.E. wind. They could not drive straight into it so they had to run before it. 

2. The Multiplied Troubles – 27:16-19
a. With the Launch – 27:16

“And running under the shelter of an island called ﻿﻿Clauda, we secured the skiff with difficulty.”
Clauda – 25 miles south of Crete. The dingy was being towed behind, but now needed to be brought on board.  It was filling with water.
b. With the Leakage – 27:17a

“When they had taken it on board, they used cables to undergird the ship”
When the ship began to leak, they had to run cables under the hull to tighten the beams and stop or at least slow the leak. (called “frapping”)
c. With the Location. – 27:17b
“and fearing lest they should run aground on the ﻿﻿Syrtis Sands, they struck sail and so were driven.”
Syrtis Sands were off Libya in North Africa. They were really off course. They struck sail- they lowered the main sail and left only the top sail. They were then able to move NNE toward Italy.
d. With the Lading – 27:18-19
“And because we were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next day they lightened the ship.  On the third day ﻿﻿we threw the ship’s tackle overboard with our own hands.”
V. 18 the next day they lightened the ship by throwing out every unnecessary item.
V. 19 on the third day “We” threw out the tackle with our own hands.
IV. God Can Handle the Stress – 27:20-29

A. Their Failing Hope – 27:20

“Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.”
The blackness of darkness, the shrieking of the winds, the hopeless looks on everyone’s face showed that all was lost. The end was certain. The only uncertain thing was when. That is what hopeless looks like.

B. Their Fresh Heart – 27:21-26

1. A note of Chastening – 27:21
“But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this disaster and loss.”
Paul couldn’t resist. I told you so! -- But with no glee in his voice. They had not eaten (no wonder).

2. A note of Cheer – 27:22-24

a. God’s Promise – 27:22 
“And now I urge you to take ﻿﻿heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.”
1) The good news – No loss of life. That’s the best news you could have. 

2) The bad news - We will lose the ship.

b. God’s Purpose – 27:23-24a
“For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and ﻿﻿whom I serve, ﻿saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar.”
The angel was reiterating what the Lord had told Paul in Jerusalem. You must appear before Caesar. Why? God wants Nero to hear the gospel one time or maybe one more time. How much God loves man to go to all that trouble for one man. The last 10 years of Paul’s life are spent in this task. He did other things, but that was supreme!
c. God’s Present – 27:24b
“and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ 

The icing on the cake is that the entire ship’s company and passengers are saved at the same time. That is God’s gift to Paul. 

3. A Note of Challenge – 27:25-26

“Therefore take heart, men, ﻿﻿for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me. However, ﻿﻿we must run aground on a certain island.” 

Do you think they are ready to listen to Paul now. Most of them are. We must run aground on a certain island. It is God’s hand, but by natural means.

C. Their Further Horror – 27:27-29
1. What they Feared – 27:27
“Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven up and down in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land. 

In 14 nights they had sailed from near Libya to the area of Italy. The Adriatic of that time is not limited to what is now between the Italy and Greece. It was that entire area around the Italian Peninsula.

2. What they Found – 27:28

“And they took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had gone a little farther, they took soundings again and found it to be fifteen fathoms. 

A fathom is about 6 feet. They went from 20 to 15 fathoms- (120 feet to 90 feet). The water was getting to be more shallow.

3. What they Favored – 27:29
“Then, fearing lest we should run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern, and ﻿﻿prayed for day to come.”
They didn’t want to run aground in the dark, so they put out anchors. Maybe when daylight came they could use whatever control they had to steer to a better place on the beach.
V. God Can Settle Strife – 27:30-44

A. The Sailors – 27:30-37


 (Paul saved the passengers)

1. The Reason – 27:30

“And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea, under pretense of putting out anchors from the prow,”
The sailors were not sold on Paul’s promises, so they were bailing out. But they were the very ones who were needed to steer the ship on to the right place.
2. The Reaction – 27:31-35
a. Paul’s Comment – 27:31-32

“Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” ﻿Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off.”
Paul is in charge as far as the centurion. He has the skiff cut away from the ship. 
b. Paul’s Confidence – 27:33-35
1). His exhortation – 27:33-34

“And as day was about to dawn, Paul implored them all to take food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day you have waited and continued without food, and eaten nothing. Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, for this is for your survival, ﻿﻿since not a hair will fall from the head of any of you.” 

Paul said, “eat something to keep up your strength. God is going to save them, but it will be by their own hands.

2). His example – 27:35
“And when he had said these things, he took bread and ﻿﻿gave thanks to God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat.”
Paul leads them in eating. But before he does, he give thanks to God Who provides all that we have. No, this is not the Lord’s Table” (Acts 2:42) “Breaking bread” is used to refer eating food. (Acts. 2:46)
3. The Result – 27:36-37

“Then they were all encouraged, and also took food themselves. And in all we were two hundred and seventy-six ﻿﻿persons on the ship.”
They all followed Paul’s lead and ate food. The total number, passengers and crew, was 276.

B. The Soldiers – 27:38-44 - (Paul saved the prisoners)
1. How the Ship was Grounded – 27:38-41
a. They Lightened it – 27:38
“So when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship and threw out the wheat into the sea.”
They threw out the cargo. It is lost anyway.

b. They Loosed it – 27:39-40

“When it was day, they did not recognize the land; but they observed a bay with a beach, onto which they planned to run the ship if possible. And they ﻿﻿let go the anchors and left them in the sea, meanwhile loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore.”
They cut the anchors loose and loosed the rudder ropes. The anchors were left in the sea. The rudders had been tied to keep the ship from going around in circles. Now they needed control of the steering.
c. They Lost it – 27:41

“But striking ﻿﻿a place where two seas met, ﻿﻿they ran the ship aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the violence of the waves.”
God had not promised to save the ship, though He could have. It just was not His purpose. The ship is a goner. 
2. How the shore was gained – 27:42-44

a. The Final Danger for Paul – 27:42-43

1). What the soldiers wanted – 27:42
“And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim away and escape.”
If the prisoner escaped the soldier took his place, even to the chopping block. So they wanted to kill them all. How many??
2). What the centurion willed – 27:43

“But the centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their purpose, and commanded that those who could swim should jump overboard first and get to land,”
The centurion would not let Paul be killed, so the others were saved along with him. So he told the swimmers to swim for their lives.
b. The Full Deliverance for All – 27:44
“and the rest, some on boards and some on parts of the ship. And so it was ﻿﻿that they all escaped safely to land.”
There was plenty of ship wreckage around for the rest to use for flotation devices to get to shore.
Conclusion:


Happy moments, PRAISE GOD!
Difficult moments, SEEK GOD!
Quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD!
Painful moments, TRUST GOD!
Every moment, THANK GOD!

